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* man to ſerve in a county as ſheriff, above a 
% year; anda clauſe was inſerted, by which the 

10 king was diſabled from granting a diſpenſation, 
| i Plain reaſon might have taught that this law 
& at leaſt ſhould. have been exempted from the 
& king's prerogative : but as the diſpenſing power 
te fill prevailed in other caſes, it was ſoon able, 

<«« aided by the ſervility of the courts of judicature, 
_ © even to oyerpower this ſtatute, which the legiſ- 
“e lature had evidently intended to ſecure againſt 
x all violations, In the "reign of Henry the 

« Seventh, the caſe was brought to a trial, before 
' all the judges in the Exchequer chamber; and 
de jt was decreed, that notwithſtanding the ſtrict 
« clauſe abovementioned, the king might diſpenſe 

« with the ſtatute. He could, firſt it was al- 
« ledget, diſpenſe with the prohibitory clauſe; 
«and then with the ftatute itſelf,” Hume's 
Hiſtory of England, vol. viii. p. 238. Edit, of 
1767,—It will be ſaid; that this deciſion was owing 

to the ſervility of the judges—Grantod;” We are 
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© "point che indulgences'to the papiſts to bo 
© rad in churches; he attempted- to force 
the fellows of Magdalen College to elect 
a papiſt for their preſident; and he ſuſ- 
pended the laws againſt Roman Catholics, 
But theſe acts were all juſtified by his diſ- 
| peiifibg power. Hie might ſuſpend the 
uu which-aboliſhed the Court of High 
One Commiſſion, he might try the biſhops by 
that Court, and he might diſpenſe wich 
the penal laws. Theſe acts were cer- 
dam injurious to the people, and there- 
oy fore » thay 1 him. * this br 


85 . 
law, this would make it more. But even the 
| Convention acknowledged the diſpenſing power in 
the very ardor of liberty, in the Declaration of 
Rights: They only condemned it fo far © as it had 
been aſſumed and exerciſed of late” that is, they did 
not like it— Will it be ſaid, that J * the 
we „ 
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proves, that they were above the Jaws 
of the n. and nn * 
uus 147 + 11S. M4 an. 
ee TE {Mt 11-1 ) 1185 £437 been * £5 
The next Abend . we make * chat 
they choſe the Prince of Orange. It was 
a choice, becauſe the Prince of Wales was 
next heir, his legitimacy had been eſta · 
bliſhed, “ and William had no title to the 


Crown. 


Id 
4 : IONS 


_ *® Ag appears by the following extract from 
Hume :—*< The report that a ſuppoſititious child 
« was to be impoſed upon*he nation, had been 
« widely ſpread, and greedily received, before the 
& birth of the Prince of Wales; but the King 
cc who, without ſeeming to take notice of the 
„ matter, might eaſily have quaſhed that ridicu- 
44 lous rumour, had, from an ill-timed haughti- 
< «neſs, totally neglected it. He diſdained, e 
„ ſaid, to ſatisfy thoſe who could believe him ca- 
“ pable of ſo baſe and villainous an action. Find- 
ce ing, however, that the calumny gained ground, 
„ and had made deep impreſſion on his ſubjects, 
* 8 was now n the mortify ing 
3 | * talk 
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| -epnimichinded ſo little 1 | 
adviſed him to claim by oonqueſt, that is, 
as an uſurper. But ſuppoſing he bad en- 
joyed the beſt of titles previous to the Re- 


volution, to adopt him in the preſent o- 


ment muſt have been a choice. Were 


not the people free to act as they pleaſed ? 
eee a. ad 
= . 188 Wee e 0 2 aun . 


4 wee of a the ae of. the” birth, 
6 Though no particular attention had been paid 
te before-hand to enſure proof, the evidence of 
«* both the Ducen's pregnancy, and delivery, were 
© rendered indifputable ; and fo much the more, as 
& no argument or proof of any importance, no- 
tec thing but popular rumour and ſurmiſe could 
«© be thrown into the oppoſite ſcale.” See vol. 
vii. p. 291, And the people themſelves believed 
the legitimacy, ' as we find. But when the 


& Prince of Wales was born, both the Prince (of 


„ Orange) and the Engliſh nation were reduced 
cc to deſpair, and ſaw no reſource but in a conſe- 
“ deraey for their mutual intereſts. And thus the 


75 « event, which the King bad long made the ob- 


| 1 of his moſt ardent . and from which 
2 88 « he 


— 2,4 54 — k eee 
„ 8 L 4 1 
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Ine laſt feature in this buſineſs is; that 
they formed a government ; they defined 


privilege, they deſcribed prerogative ; they 
declared the rights of the ſubject, and 
madde their eee condition of 
allegiance. WO a uren 17e 


N 


t DON SYN dne tte 


It is then 3 people of 
England ue and choſe nnn; 
tion. Tri Wet chat the n of « 


, * 


73” wely ir? Tre" 


« he expected the * ellablihment 25 is 
<« throne, proved the immediate cauſe of his ruin 
+ and downfall,” Vol. viii. p. 2731, „ 
What elſe could it be than a choice, fince the 
old line of ſucceſſion was ended. Thus ended 
at once, by this ſudden. and unexpected yacancy 
< of the throne, the old line of ſucceſſion ; which, 
« from the conqueſt, had lafted ſix hundred years, 
and from the union of the heptarchy in King 
Egbert, almoſt nine N ee e 


Com. vol. i. p. 210. 
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exeteiſed the old ones, however, in ſuch a 
a Way, as to extinguiſh freedom. The ſhip- 
5 money of Charles would have annihilated 
© Property, and the diſpenſation of James 
niit zie bo Sie int te og 014 * 

= 22 2 the 'vindication of a 
. k 8 "Ge Wey! . 
| theicritetion of government, ee k 
SOple dim have it cn any terms,” r 
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And if our ahceſtors//afted upon the 
others from copying their example: they 
n en e cok 
themſelves, nor limit nature by Acts f 
choſe of the Revolution? Deſtitute f 
ſttand muſt be open for ever. ln ain 
n ene een eee abs 69035) DR. 

And if it be idle ne | Bi 
at all, it is doubly ſo to argus fromm tei: =—_ 
Arabs Ts ae wee ale ! 

. rooms. 8 
heir acts to pleaſe them. This is che 
reaſon that they talk of ** ancefors; rs,” after - | 
they had expelled” anceſtors ; chis is x 
.the "RAINS: ** ſubmitted their poſe 

+ 8 The 57 Woe = e 519 Lan nen h 
35 * See Hime, vol. vil y. 980 

.Jot at | E | — teritres, 
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1 terities,”* after they had refuſed to be 
ſubmitted themſelves. | And ſo to ſubmit 
their poſterity was aſſerting divine right, 
for Heaven itſelf could do-no more. Upon 
the ſame principle they might have ſold 
had no right to do that. The queſtion 
and whoever conſtrues theſe acts by any 
other rule, makes liberty an eſtate; our 
anceſtors the donors, and the laws hey 
paſſed. the conditions of eee 
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eee e eee to 3 
enxpreſſions ? Is it not arguing in the wry 
deeth of our preſent nne. ? Did 


Ain * De ys IS * * #4 * hp 


* Expreſſons.in the Ags of thoſe times. .. 

** However the Whigs may have been Babel by 
the Tories at the Revolution, ſome. of theſe 
words are forms, and muſt be uſed upon ſach oc- 
caſions. " 


227 * * 2 KR * 
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not the Conventic n tl lat recei ved Chatles 
the Second ſubmit themſelves, their heirs, 


and poſiritier. fir cver, and yet we know 


beſt if we are een his deſcen - 
dants? * 29:65 die <A at 
In . theſe rights, it is chuſing 
that is always objected to. As the Eng- 
liſh monarchy is hereditary, it is ſup- 
poſed by many, that the choice of the 
people interferes with the order of ſucceſ- 
ſion. But is this really the caſe? When we 
ſay that the people are to chuſe their rulers, 
do we mean that they are to chuſe their 
kings at the end of every reign? Cer- 
tainly not. We mean that they choſe 
originally, have choſen often, and ma 
chuſe again: that they chuſe in 'emer- 
gencies that when the public happi- 
neſs renders it neceſſary to depoſe a king, 
they are entitled to chuſe his ſucceſſor; 
N 9 2 =". Uh 
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and hodver denies this right, muſt deny 


che title of his preſent” Majeſty ;-for all 
the dee. in IT gn never 


oe, Prince of Wies not- de 


heir to the crown. | 
| ee ieee of the peo - 
ple, and to ſupport Jacobite principles, is 
"Grain eben ee hs dach 
they do not mean it. We muſt recollect 
that there is ho law for depoſing a king 
no ſtatute authorizing a ſubject to take 
arms againſt his ſovereign.- When hu- 

een eee a 


. Ws e ee e 


ee may 1 4 


kes by depofition b This is the great 
— — fly. 


— 


by SF b K * 
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WMe have ſeen ee, wee, 
law — king. Some, however, 


may think that there is an inſtitute of na- 
ture, ſimilar in operation, paramount in 


effect, but not extending to diſſolve go- | 


vernment. There can be no ſuch law. 
The law that depoſes a king, returns 
power to the people; not by command, 
but by conſequence. If a ſovereigu of 
chis country ſhould ſo abuſe his truſt, as 
| to render reſiſtance neceflary, the parlia- 
ment muſt either fide with the king, or 
with the people. If with the king, they be- 

come partners in the abuſe; if with the 
people, part of themſelves, | In either 
caſe the whole power is reſumed. Now 
to the people, it can be ſubject to no li- 
mitations, no laws impoſed when they 
laſt pefleſind 54. This would be aſſerting 
that 
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PT one eee e bind ax; * 
it would be conſtituting an equal ſuperior. 
They are then. omnipotent ;. they poſſeſs. 
the whole legiſlative, judicial, and execu- 
tive power; they can repeal, annul, abro- 
gate But what right let us not con- 
found our ideas; we are thinking of go- 
xernment,” and the right of that is the 
power of the oe when Oy laſt pole 
en ie een © 


„ e eee > 1s it to be- 
keve/ that depofition is the act of the 
people; or that, when. it happens, power 5 
returns to them? Will any one ſhew. a 
law” for depoſing a king! Will any one 


produce a ſtatute for * arms againſt 


1 Git ©; P 135 wait . nn 3 g $173 g 1 


Warte can be no doubt of this; all laws. 
that then exiſt, es cog "ade; I 


T9121 


the we 
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duch ſovereign P Is not che whole ſyſtem 
- of our preſent government the work of 
| a eee $5 tg - 


| Lt us put a ' caſe: If James bad in- 

vaded the kingdom before the Conven- 

tion met could the people have reſiſted 

him 1 they could, it is abſurd to talk 

of laws, for James was then their lawful 

ſovereign. If they could not, the Act of 
Settlement is greater than thoſe who 

5 made it: for we reſiſted the deſcendants 

of the ſame James in 1715 and 1745 

upon chat a&t ; and that act was the work 

of William and the Convention; and 
William and the Convention were the 


people. 


x ei NPR we reaſon: about what 
they would: have done ? we know: what 


— 


% 


n They may, indeed, make war upon him in 
his own name like the Long Parliament. 
ES h 1 


a 334 


did not they take the ſon of James, after 
| his father was depoſed, (our then lawful, 
and ſtill lawful ſovereign, if the people 
have no right) educate him in the princi- 


ples of the. Proteſtant faith, and ſet him 


want 
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they dd. Did not they laugh at laws ? 
| Didnot they ſet them at defiance ? Why 


upon the throne 2 Why did not 1 


* did not chuſe it. 


1 5 poſiible ales this to deny the ſove- 
e de prople Is it rational to 
diſpute their right? Can there be the 
ſhadow of a doubt that their wiſhes are 
.authority, fo chang their actions 


Eo : 


Ie radiate with: many that papiſts 
eee ene and that hen they 


+ - 


Is ThePrines of Wale was then nonly a incl: 
month old. * e $729 


are 


are depoſed,” it muſt be done under oy 
A& of Settlement; hence they conclude 
that the crown devolves upon the next | 


heir. The contrary is the caſe. - All de- 
poſitions/ happen under the law ef na- 
rure—Liberty is the real teſt. If | the 
catholic religion ſhould become popular by 
a ſudden change, a papiſt might govern. 


out in anew ſhape, the people would over- 2 
turn the ee 


4 
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"But 16; pure en be Lang Kü, 
liament were-teſolved to have law, and 
therefore they made war” Upon the king 
in his own name. The Revolution law- 
| yers were reſolved to have law, and there- _ 
fore they counſeled the Prince of Orange : 
to make hirnſelf king, and then call a 
Parliament to appoint him. The Conven- 


tion of 1 688 were reſolved to have law, and 
"2171 | | F there- N 


vnmoleſted; but if tyranny ſhould'break 


chen made him give them authority to do 
in. ls it not abſurd then to mention ws 
in ſuch caſes ? Is it not ridiculous to op- 
poſe ng PEI to the choice we . 


% upon the defoendamts of We- ene 


I* 


MN Hereditary ſucceſſion is a form not hn ns 
| principle of government. There is a great diffe- 

retice here. We can eaſily conceive the good of 
the people to be a principle, becauſe it applies 
equally to all forms, and all are concerned in it; 
dut we cannot imagine how men ſhould be inte- 
reſted in the cireumſtance of a king ſacceeding his 
| kindred, more than as it contributes to their hap- 
_  pineſs. For inſtance, if the people would always 
_ prefer merit, and never fight about the election of 
their Kings, elective monarchies would be the 
© beſt, and "hereditary ;ſucreſion would be forgot. 


The ſalus popu eg or ahne . would 
Teimainc- FFT 4 1 
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the Princaſs/Sophia of Brunſwick, Hence 
| ſomeinfery that the right of ſuch, perſons; 
exiſted antecedant to the ſtatute. It could 
not be : power had rev erted to the people 
upon the depoſition of James II.; and if 
the poſterity. of James I. were heirs ale 
| ready, it was needleſs to ys them, 
3 A Pes ene — 
obtained it. But what does that ſay? 
ers A predilection in us prove a right in 
them, or an act of grace infer neceſſity ? 


The laſt chjection relates to he heirs | 


S . | . | 


| Kr ono b cron to 3 ment of 

their aneeſtors, and they may forfeit 
as they would have acquired That in all 

© [caſes ſorſeiture extends to heirs— That if”: 


, 2 AS 


more. 

— e Pays 3 

2 — theerime; 
thing forfeited is the — 


That if penalties are to be meaſured 
injury which the puhli 
. bythe. 
o ſuffers, they 


ought to be enormous here—But:theſe 


- ee ee 

EE; * — has ee 

= ee with; _ 
r no one elſe. £8 10 an 


It would gebr. that 
tm — a en = 
59 ir is, 1 
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freedom ere Yo 2 £ * 
wrong to cha — — 
nge ; and if the people can- 
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ring coriſi 
Heere touch not the 


not a 
bs alter their government, th 
e t, they: were 
2 1 e £ 
wicked | 
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wicked in attempting a: Revolution. But 
all this is abſurd. The queſtion then is, 
Wann 2 tl 1a 
about eee fri een hos bite Aer 
The old government of France was a 
his vafſals Swhſeck chemſcdyes to the ak 
thority of the cron, they were in turn 
the monarch as their patron, and he pro- 
tected them as the im power. 
ri e 24 He; eee een ee 
he conſequene n Una dene 
fatal to the liberty of the nation - The 
Crown grew arbitrary, and the nobles ty- * 
rannical. Too proud to engage in the 
concerns of commerce, they ſought he 


gun cs Satte 10 0 ng o der 


1 llziv: 2119; Maron a1 4 Nie. 54% 
* By means of the droits, or territorial rights, 


eee their u. * eee 
amd church 


ment, and truſt eee was, 
s 28W 9508097 "to eee blo oft 
In ſuch a fituation'of things, what could 
| _ und finals nothing. wÞ 1970 titelt 


g 9 | bits 09 1120 #Þ dorenotm” 21 
— — that change 
was unneceſſary? Will it be pretended 

Lavery? E bus nd c, 91 N01 
oy 3 ts "Ot „2 8 tft O74 Unety oft Ain: 
But it mey be ſaid, chat che French 
went too great lengths, that they might 
have reformed their government without | 
; aboliſhing 3 1. This remark micht have 


1366219 : | [ſome 
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ſome appearance of juſtice, if the defect 
But this was not the caſe 3+ abuſe was 
univerſal : the whole body was infected; 
every limb required regeneration. 
nö 49 $1.2 bao ed)! pair robbed 
But granting that a reform was poſſible, 
compliſh it? The nobility and clergy poſ- 
ſeſled all the influence of the State, they 
were inſeparably attached to the crown, 
dable ſtill by a hereditary revenue of five 1 
millions ſterling Ho was it poſſible to 4 
overcome ſuck à force? How was it 
practicable to effect a reform to which ſuch 
"Aa re wil en i | 


" 3s e "6 


de ns 


What — are the 2 
populace were guilty of exceſs And are 
we do expe u revoluflon without it? The 
: 1 [Sy oO! : 9” 


:, 


_ — 1 
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SE, aud telt ods om: a _ wit 
: Ton 4657 OT de wil aft wing 
But their ſyſtem is A many 
things might be mended. Let us con- 
template our own | government for a 
moment: if we count the years which 
faults, we ſhall, perhaps, abate in our 
demands of perfection. Nennt n 


OY 
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eie object to the W Matt 
then, is both fooliſh and cruel; — fooliſn, 
nne denden juflifed it what - hen 

did and cruel, becauſe they aboliſhed 

| tyranny. Bann Shoe r 3990 „ 
„„ u +170 aps, Rs - bs 
belongs to all mankind. They have a con- 
ſtant, unalienable right, to form their 
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gontroans, ; aha m0 ald erg Gn 
their rulers. Public good is che ſu- We 


preme law#—all conſiderations muſt yield 
to it. 1 ; ? 2 * 14 3 161 * TY) >, 51 * Po T L 
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And ne Bis <br; of ſuppoſing 
an original centrall. If we mean any 
ching by a contract, it is thatz while one 
party abides, the other is bound by it. 
Now is this our ſenſe of government? If 
the king of any country ſhould poſſeſs tao 
much power by its conſtitution, could not | 
the people diminiſh it ? eee 5 = 
urge that he had never broken his 
contract, and could not, therefore, loſe © 
7 of his power? Could he oppoſe 9 
this language to the unanimous, veicde 
of the” people” mn 1 


— - 
LIN 6 | { % 
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4 Salus populi ſuprema lex. | | 
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ridicalous,* Sore nene 1 7 997 
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And the expreſſion ſprung from 'the 
| Revolution. As our anceſtors then uſed 


ir, che lovers of liberty think that they 


talk orthedoxly when they foll * cher 
example. But iris _— not ſo. If fac 


phe, bose neceſiry 6 for the pte 


the people. Our "rulers could always 


.-_ — * "was eertainly in- 


S0 bie 
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«For, whane ver a queſtion ariſes between the ſo- 


ceiety at large, and any magiſtrate veſted with 
© powers originally delegated by that ſociety, it 
muſt be decided by the voice of the ſociety it- 
\« ſelf: chere is not on earth any other tribunal to 
& reſort to, See Com. yo. i. att. 1 


* * 
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joragon x — it — 


and in the former ſenſe our anceſtors. 
muſt have underſtood it, for James had 
violated no engagements. He was ger- 

tainly a tyrant, and therefore held ; 
AIR Meant nothing far - 
ther. n „ i wes war os fab 


a0 nel tte 8 3 kts * Sterben: 
eee, chat the po 
ple have a right to change their. governs. 
ment, even if they are happy. What can 
hinder chem, if unanimous? This right 
| is; however, abſtract; not becauſo ima - 
gitiary, but becauſe it is improbable that 


ciling it. 


blot banal AM. gong 4:93 nogtlF. *: 


an opportunity thauld age ot e.. 


1! Neceſlity has generally been en * 


* the rule of reſiſtance. * 3-746 When de 
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5 is preſumed, that they may oppoſe"thelt © 
G 2 Ber- * 
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Ec ra] But bow ik poſſible _ 


down rules upon ſuch 4 ſudheer? "A 
ell might we make laws for "th . 
menus, or afbgn bounds to = Gratis” 
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On ſuch occafions b 
left to their own feelings; nor have we 
any thing to apprehend from them. The 
multitude are naturally” ſobmiſlive; and 
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